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Michael Palin : Geography students hold the key 
 

Geography may have slipped out of the top 10 A-level subjects, but that doesn't change the fact that 

work done by geographers has global importance, says Michael Palin 

 
Michael Palin stepped in to defend the subject of geography after it was announced that it had fallen 

out of the top 10 most popular A-level subjects. 

John Hall, my geography teacher at school inspired me to a lifelong interest ingeography and a 

curiosity about our world which has stayed with me through my life, and through seven television 

series. Geography is a living, breathing subject, constantly adapting itself to change. It is dynamic and 

relevant. For me geography is a great adventure with a purpose. 

So many of the world's current issues – at a global scale and locally - boil down to geography, and 

need the geographers of the future to help us understand them. Global warming as it affects countries 

and regions, food and energy security, the degradation of land and soils from over-use and misuse, the 

spread of disease, the causes and consequences of migration, and the impacts of economic change on 

places and communities. These are just some of the challenges facing the next generation, which 

geographers must help solve. 

It is a subject that helps young people into work. Many employers prize the knowledge and skills that 

studying geography can provide and geography in higher education is thriving. Geography students are 

among those gaining greatest satisfaction from their studies, and geography graduates have a relatively 

low level of unemployment. It's no wonder there is a growing demand to study the subject at 

university. This is underlined by the Russell Group of Universities, along with the Minister David 

Willetts MP, who both recognise geography as one of the key "facilitating" subjects for entry to degree 

level study. 

Although there has been a small drop in the number of A-level students taking Geography that has 

been more than made up for by an encouragingly large increase at AS-level. More young people are 

being exposed to this exciting, valuable and rewarding subject. 


